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PART A 

Answer (a)  

In evaluating the possible progress of Carry-Well’s cases against The Theatre of Wine, an 

exhaustive assessment of the lawful complexities encompassing outstanding freight, 

demurrage, and the fine emerging from banned books is warranted. However, the shortfall of 

explicit references to demurrage arrangements or the Hague-Visby Rules in the BOL presents 

a component of uncertainty for the clearness of contractual terms.1 

The essence of the matter lies in the shop's consciousness of the particular charter party terms. 

The shop, having no explicit information on the charter’s provision, could state that it was not 

in that frame of mind to foresee or control the inspector's delay, in this manner testing any 

obligation for demurrage or outstanding cargo. This contention puts on weight if the charter 

party's terms were not made promptly accessible to the shop, bringing up issues about the 

ampleness of data given via Carry Well.2 

Going to the fine required because of banned books, the shop's potential protection lies in its 

absence of consciousness of the precluded content. The BOL condition "all terms according to 

contract" may not get the job done by attributing information on unambiguous freight subtleties 

to the shop. All things being equal3, the shop could fight the obligation regarding revealing 

pivotal data about the idea of the books laid soundly on Kate, the vendor. Assuming Kate 

neglected to satisfy this obligation, the shop might contend that it should not bear the results of 

the Authority’s action.4 

Eventually, the progress of Carry-Well’s cases depends on the exact conditions of the charter 

party and the degree to which those terms were imparted to and grasped by the shop. The 

mindfulness and obligation of the shop concerning the charter’s provision become focal in 

deciding if it very well may be expected to take responsibility for the brought about demurrage, 

extraordinary cargo, and the fine5. A nuanced lawful examination that considers the 

                                                             
1 Grindland, Kevin. "Laytime and demurrage clauses in contracts of sale–how to make it work." Master's thesis, 
University of Southampton, (2013) 
2 Macfarlane, Emmett, Janet Hiebert, and Anna Drake. Legislating Under the Charter: Parliament, Executive 

Power, and Rights. University of Toronto Press, (2023). 
3 Spanjaart, Michiel. The Straight Bill of Lading. Taylor & Francis, (2023). 
4 De La Rue, Colin, and Charles B. Anderson. Shipping and the Environment. CRC Press, (2015). 
5 Debattista, Charles. "Laytime and demurrage clauses in contracts of sale-links and connections." LLOYDS 

MARITIME AND COMMERCIAL LAW QUARTERLY (2003): 508-524. 
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correspondence of contract terms, the predictability of postponements, and the portion of 

liabilities among the gatherings is significant for a thorough evaluation of Carry-Well’s likely 

progress in its cases against The Theatre of Wine. 

Answer (b)  

In addressing the liability, concerning the damage to the books brought about by the water 

entrance, the centre moves to Carry Well's role as the Carrier and its obligation to practice an 

expected level of effort in guaranteeing the protected transportation of the products. Under 

customary regulation standards and perhaps affected by the provisions of the charter party, 

Carry Well is committed to going to sensible lengths to forestall damage to the freight.6 

The presence of harm to the books sets off an assessment of whether Carry All Around satisfied 

its obligation to forestall such mischief. Vital to this evaluation is the idea of a reasonable level 

of investment, requiring the Carrier to practice a serious level of care and play it safe to protect 

the freight during travel. This obligation incorporates keeping up with the vessel's security and 

forestalling predictable harm. 

The assurance of Carry Well's liability hinges on its capacity to exhibit a reasonable level of 

effort in keeping up with the vessel's seaworthiness. If Carry Well can lay out that, it found a 

way to guarantee the ship's readiness for the planned journey and executed measures to deflect 

predictable harm, its obligation for the harm to the books might be restricted. 

This investigation is a careful assessment of the conditions encompassing the water entrance. 

Factors like the fitness for sailing of the vessel, the ampleness of defensive estimates set up, 

and the reaction to potential dangers become essential in deciding if Carry All Around satisfied 

its commitment to practice an expected level of effort.7 

Generally, the Carrier's obligation for the harm to the books is dependent upon the cautious 

examination of its activities and deterrent measures. A thorough evaluation of customary 

regulation standards and charter party arrangements, combined with an investigation of the 

particular conditions encompassing the water entrance, is fundamental to discovering the 

degree of Carry Well's liability regarding the harmed books. 

                                                             
6 Klabbers, Jan. "The Validity and Invalidity of Treaties." The Oxford Guide to Treaties (2020). 
7Goldby, Miriam. "Incorporation of charterparty arbitration clauses into bills of lading: recent 

developments." Denning LJ 19 (2007): 171. 
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Answer (c) 

Kate's financial concerns brief an investigation of the contention that demurrage ought to cease 

during postpones brought about by the authority’s inspection. This contention lays on the rule 

that demurrage regularly applies when postponements are inferable from activities inside the 

control of the charterer or representative. The Power's review, being an outer and wild 

component, may shape the reason for suspending demurrage, introducing a nuanced lawful 

test.8 

The outcome of this contention relies upon the particular terms illustrated in the charter party 

and the legitimate interpretation of occasions unchangeable as far as the shop might be 

concerned. Kate would have to carefully communicate her viewpoint, underlining the nature 

of the delay r brought about by the Authority’s inspection.9 In doing so, she should show that 

such postpones fall outside the extent of elements generally connected with demurrage risk.10 

Independent thought becomes urgent in building an undeniable case to ease Kate's likely 

responsibility. Kate's lawful group would have to dig into the particulars of the charter party, 

looking at whether it expressly addresses delays coming about because of outside reviews. 

Furthermore, a nuanced comprehension of demurrage standards is crucial to separate between 

postpones heavily influenced by the shop and those emerging from unforeseeable outer 

elements.11 

In putting forth her perspective, Kate ought to highlight the idea of the Authority’s examination 

as an unforeseeable occasion, past the shop's impact or obligation. Attracting equals to laid out 

legitimate standards and points of reference that help the suspension of demurrage during 

outside assessments will fortify Kate's contention. It is fundamental for Kate's lawful group to 

carefully dissect the charter party’s phrasing, guaranteeing that any statements connected with 

demurrage are deciphered in a way great for her situation. 12 

                                                             
8Rogers, Anthony, Jason Chuah, and Martin Dockray. Cases and Materials on the Carriage of Goods by Sea. 

Routledge, (2016).  
9 Chang, Chia-Hsun, Jingjing Xu, and Dong-Ping Song. "An analysis of safety and security risks in container 
shipping operations: A case study of Taiwan." Safety Science 63 (2014): 168-178. 
10 Orabueze, Chiamaka, Uchenna Erinne, Lucky Iyoyoejie, Charles Aduaka, and Ndubuisi Nwafor. "Modern 

Issues and Challenges in Contract Frustration." Business Law Review 43, no. 3 (2022). 
11Özdel, M. Enforcement of arbitration clauses in bills of lading: where are we now? Journal of International 

Arbitration, 33 no 2. (2016). 
12 Hutchison, Andrew. "The doctrine of frustration: a solution to the problem of changed circumstances in South 

African contract law?" South African Law Journal 127, no. 1 (2010): 84-106. 
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Ultimately, Kate's success in alleviating potential demurrage liability will depend on the 

effectiveness of her legal team’s argumentation, their ability to highlight the external nature of 

the delay, and the alignment of their case with the specific terms and provisions of the charter 

party. Independent thought and a nuanced understanding of demurrage principles will be 

pivotal in constructing a persuasive case that the authority’s inspection justifiably halted the 

accrual of demurrage. 

PART B 

The Hague and HRV have been playing a significant role. They are giving a minimum level of 

liabilities and the obligations for carriers, that result in giving regularity among all carriage 

contracts. Creating a consistent outline for those who involved in the transfer of good by 

ensuring the protection and through endorsing consistency inside the international exchanging 

activities, these rules are aimed in defining best practices, and indorsing these rules causes 

rivalling strain among contract freedom and uniformity in liability. 

freedom of contract shed light towards the self-sufficiency for exchanging favourable 

conditions among the parties is composed with the obligation of a uniform and minimum 

liability to guard shippers' interests. Sensible methodology is crucial to accomplish equality 

and clarity and modified provisions based on parties' precise desires can be attained by 

comprising optional clauses in the rules. The rules challenge to bring together incompatible 

interests by creating a system that balances the tractability of contractual freedom with 

steadiness and security regarding international freight contracts.13 

Freedom 

Freedom of agreement is an essential piece of commercial exchanges inside the setting of The 

Hague and Hague-Visby Rules (HVR). 14 It gives parties the adaptability to arrange and lay 

out legitimate contractual terms that cater to their need of particular requirements in global 

carriage contracts. This legally binding independence assumes an urgent part in tending to 

nuanced parts of the transportation business represented by the HVR, it permits parties to take 

part in conversations and agree on unambiguous conditions, for example, cardo details and 

                                                             
13 De la Rue, Colin, Charles Anderson, and Jonathan Hare. Shipping and the environment: Law and practice. 

Informa Law from Routledge, 9 (2022). 
14 Sola, Andrew. "The Social Contract: Exploring the Concept of Freedom During Pandemics." In Ethics and 

Pandemics: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on COVID-19 and Future Pandemics, pp. 85-122. Cham: Springer 

Nature Switzerland, (2023). 
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conveyance plans, inside the system set by the HVR. This versatility is especially huge in 

exploring the normalized rules while fitting agreements to meet the one-of-a-kind conditions 

and necessities of the parties involved. 

Freedom of contract, help is promoting addictiveness and changing market scenarios, 

contributing contractual agreements. This enables risk circulation and restraint conveying 

creates clarity about each party’s obligation.15 Endowing stakeholders in the shipping industry 

with freedom of contract promotes economic growth and the dynamic nature of international 

exchange by allowing them to make arrangements that serve their attentions. 

Rules that are to secure the interest of the parties in contracts compel to impose uniformity 

minimum liability under the HRV. 16 The execution of this provide for minimum levels of 

liability exposure, a baseline level of security offered to shippers, which highlights integral 

power imbalance among the carriers and to those who use the services by them. 

For protecting the shippers, it is important to develop clear obligations and accountabilities for 

carriers through standard rules. 17 Effectively preventing circumstances where shippers are 

subject to exploitation can be achieved by guarantying that carriers cannot impose unfair terms. 

The main goal is to develop a fair environment for all parties that are involved in contractual 

relationship. 

Uniformity  

Directing uniformity seeks to promote clarity in international trade. The consistent application 

of liability principles across various contracts gives shippers a simpler decision-making route 

with condensed ambiguity. Efficient international exchange system ensures smooth 

transactions. Uniformity raised by these rules raises international harmonization and aids in 

resolving conflicts. The protocols allow parties from different nations to deal with legal 

complexities and resolve divergences. This helps in saving time and budgets but also enhances 

the stability and constancy of the shipping industry.18 

                                                             
15 Margetson, Nicholas John. The liability system of articles III and IV of the Hague (Visby) Rules. Uitgeverij 
Paris, 2008. 
16 Ma, Winnie Jo-Mei. "Lading without bills: how good is the BOLERO Bill of Lading in Australia?" Bond Law 

Review 12, no. 2 (2000): 206-229. 
17 Katsivela, Marel. "Overview of Ocean Carrier Liability Exceptions Under the Rotterdam Rules and the Hague-

Hague/Visby Rules." Revue générale de droit 40, no. 2 (2010): 413-466.  
18 Myburgh, Paul. "Uniformity or Unilateralism in the Law of Carriage of Goods by Sea." Victoria U. Wellington 

L. Rev. 31 (2000): 355.  
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Balancing Competing Tensions 

The essential goal of The Hague Rules and HRV is to find some kind of harmony between 

clashing powers intrinsic in global carriage contracts, eminently between the standards of 

opportunity of agreement and the burden of uniform least obligation. Notwithstanding giving 

a predictable construction, these guidelines expect upgrade to enable gatherings in arranging 

explicit arrangements successfully While perceiving its importance somewhere else, the 

Standards value adaptability specifically fields. 19 By remembering discretionary provisos for 

contracts, gatherings can change arrangements of the principles to suit their singular 

requirements and circumstances better. This adaptability permits gatherings to adjust their 

business goals while tending to exceptional prerequisites or distributing takes a chance inside 

the system of the principles by redoing. 

The principles permit gatherings to practice opportunity of agreement through discretionary 

conditions while giving a gauge level of insurance by setting least commitments and liabilities, 

in this manner finding some kind of harmony. This approach ensures transporters' insurance 

while offering adaptability for transporters and transporters to concur upon terms in view of 

what turns out best for them. 

Challenges and Criticisms 

Whereas making a respectable attempt to adjust contending strains in worldwide carriage gets, 

the capacity of The Hague and The Hague-Visby Rules is being scrutinized in light of the fact 

that they may just somewhat address a portion of the various prerequisites or specific 

circumstances that the gatherings included could have. Doubters contend that the Guidelines 

may not sufficiently say something regarding individual exchanges' subtleties and could create 

an imbalanced appropriation of benefits or disservices for the two players. There is a contention 

that the principles don't enough address present day improvements and mechanical headways 

in the transportation business. With each development in the business comes new arrangements 

of complicated issues. For example, electronic documentation or modernized frameworks that 

presumably will not have been confused thoroughly under existing standards and openings 

inside the managerial construction could confine attempts to determine emerging issues. 

Similarly, with changing general arrangements of regulations and social practices among 

                                                             
19 Reynolds, Francis. "The Hague rules, the Hague-Visby rules, and the Hamburg rules." MLAANZ journal 7 

(1990): 16. 
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different countries, there may be potential troubles rising up out of lacking accommodation by 

the consistency of rules which could provoke inconsistencies during crossline discusses. 

Staying aware of their congruity and practicality in a rapidly changing overall exchange scene, 

as underlined by these responses, requires periodic overview and rectification of the rules.20 

Conclusion 

Summing up all gives a nuanced understanding about the meaning of The Hague and Hague 

Visby rules, their ability to orchestrate opportunity of agreement with consistency assumptions 

for least obligation norms inside worldwide transportation arrangements. The principles offer 

adaptability as well as setting out least transporter obligations and liabilities through a 

normalized system by permitting gatherings to somewhat tailor their agreements with 

discretionary provisos. Notwithstanding, there are concerns in regard to whether the principles 

can successfully meet all gatherings' shifted needs in more favourable conditions while staying 

aware of present-day changes in the transportation business. Thusly, these worries underline 

the requirement for progressing survey and correction to stay up with the latest and compelling. 

   

 

 

  

                                                             
20 Inyang, Gabriel EB, and Nkasi I. Ofem. "The carrier strict liability in the carriage of goods by sea: Instituting 

the carrier liability regime under Hague and Hague-Visby rules." 



 

Information Classification: General 

Bibliography 

Chang, Chia-Hsun, Jingjing Xu, and Dong-Ping Song. "An analysis of safety and security risks 

in container shipping operations: A case study of Taiwan." Safety Science 63 (2014): 168-178. 

De La Rue, Colin, and Charles B. Anderson. Shipping and the Environment. CRC Press, 2015. 

Debattista, Charles. "Laytime and demurrage clauses in contracts of sale-links and 

connections." LLOYDS MARITIME AND COMMERCIAL LAW QUARTERLY (2003): 508-

524. 

Fridman, GERALD HENRY LOUIS. "Freedom of contract." Ottawa L. Rev. 2 (1967): 1. 

Girvin, Stephen. "The Carrier’s Fundamental Duties to Cargo under the Hague and Hague-

Visby Rules." The Journal of International Maritime Law 25 (2019): 443-462. 

Goldby, Miriam. "Incorporation of charterparty arbitration clauses into bills of lading: recent 

developments." Denning LJ 19 (2007): 171. 

Grindland, Kevin. "Laytime and demurrage clauses in contracts of sale–how to make it work." 

Master's thesis, University of Southampton, 2013. 

Inyang, Gabriel EB, and Nkasi I. Ofem. "The carrier strict liability in the carriage of goods by 

sea: Instituting the carrier liability regime under Hague and Hague-Visby rules." 

Hutchison, Andrew. "The doctrine of frustration: a solution to the problem of changed 

circumstances in South African contract law?" South African Law Journal 127, no. 1 (2010): 

84-106. 

Katsivela, Marel. "Overview of Ocean Carrier Liability Exceptions Under the Rotterdam Rules 

and the Hague-Hague/Visby Rules." Revue générale de droit 40, no. 2 (2010): 413-466. 

Ma, Winnie Jo-Mei. "Lading without bills: how good is the BOLERO Bill of Lading in 

Australia?" Bond Law Review 12, no. 2 (2000): 206-229. 

Margetson, Nicholas John. The system of liability of articles III and IV of the Hague (Visby) 

Rules. Uitgeverij Paris, 2008. 

Myburgh, Paul. "Uniformity or Unilateralism in the Law of Carriage of Goods by Sea." 

Victoria U. Wellington L. Rev. 31 (2000): 355. 

Özdel, M. (2016). Enforcement of arbitration clauses in bills of lading: where are we 

now? Journal of International Arbitration, 33(2). 

Reynolds, Francis. "The Hague rules, the Hague-Visby rules, and the Hamburg 

rules." MLAANZ journal 7 (1990): 16. 

Rogers, Anthony, Jason Chuah, and Martin Dockray. Cases and Materials on the Carriage of 

Goods by Sea. Routledge, 2016. 

Seven, Selin. "Non-performance of voyage charterparties due to EU restrictive measures: 

contract law solutions." Master's thesis, 2022.  



 

Information Classification: General 

Solvang, Trond. "Choice of law versus scope of application-the Rome I regulation and Hague-

Visby rules contrasted." MarIus 535 (2020): 157-223. 

Welle, Elaine A. "Freedom of Contract and the Securities Laws: Opting Out of Securities 

Regulation by Private Agreement." Wash. & Lee L. Rev. 56 (1999): 519. 

 


	Programme Title: Postgraduate Diploma in International Maritime law 2022-2024
	Given by:
	Word count:
	PART A – 1,017 words
	PART B – 1,033 words

	PART A
	Answer (a)
	Answer (b)
	Answer (c)

	PART B
	Freedom
	Uniformity
	Balancing Competing Tensions
	Challenges and Criticisms
	Conclusion

	Bibliography

